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27: Miscellaneous Little Fuzzy Things
The next order of mammals has large claws used for either digging or hanging from trees. 

They seem to be missing a lot of their teeth, so they are called edentate (meaning “out” + “teeth”). 
They are the anteaters, tree sloths and armadillos. Each of these is a curiosity in itself.

One small and unfamiliar mammal is in an order by itself. It is called a pangolin, and it lives 
in Africa and southeast Asia. It reminds us a lot of an armadillo because it has a long head and is 
covered with armor-like plates. This animal has no teeth at all.

From the pangolins we take a big jump to the rabbits, hares and pikas. Together they make up 
the lagomorphs. They are best known for their large ears, short tails and big front teeth (incisors). 
Most people don’t know that they also have a smaller set of teeth directly behind the front ones.

The next order of small mammals is Rodentia, the rodents. These are known for having inci-
sors that continue to grow throughout their lives. They keep those incisors small by munching on 
hard things. These famous animals are also known for being pests. They are often found in houses, 
munching where we don’t want them to munch, on such things as our woodwork, wallboards and 
the food in our cabinets. A list of rodents is provided in Table 1.
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Kingdom Animalia: Metazoa

Brachiopoda
(lamp shells)

Annelida
(segmented worms)
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Eutheria Metatheria
(marsupials)

Prototheria
(monotremes: Duckbilled 
platypus, spiny anteater)

Artiodactyla
(even-toed, hoofed)

Edentalia
(toothless: anteaters, 
sloths, armadillos)

Rodentia
(rodents)

Perissodactyla
(odd-toed, hoofed)

Lagomorpha
(rabbits, hares)

Pholidota
(pangolins)

Hyracoidea
(hyraxes)

Insectivora
(shrews, moles,
hedgehogs, etc,)
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STNEDOR:1ELBAT
srehpogtekcop starenac ecimrod starynips socut-ocut

srevaebniatnuom starelom saobrej sallihcnihc seivac

starooragnak staroobmab ecimkcor sahcacsiv sarabypac

starelomnacirfA stardlrowdlo ecim supyoc slerriuqs

starallihcnihc ecimdlrowdlo gnipmuj
ecim serahgnirps situoga

senipucropdlrowdlo ecimtekcop sacapeslaf saituh srotanitcep

senipucropdlrowwen ecimrodynips sacap stnodotco srevaeb

slerriuqsdeliat-ylacs ecimrodtresed

The hyraxes are next. These are small climbing mammals that live in Africa and parts of Asia. 
They are herbivores (that is, they eat only plants). They don’t have much of a tail and look like 
woodchucks, but they have hooves on their feet.

The many common and well-known hoofed animals (Table 2) are usually divided on the basis 
of whether they have odd-numbered or even-numbered toes. The two orders are listed separately in 
the Table.

SLAMINADEFOOH:2ELBAT
:deot-ddO :deot-nevE

sesroh eniws seffarig

sripat seiraccep sipako

sesoreconihr sesumatopoppih snrohgnorp

slemac elttac

samall epoletna

sniatorvehc staog&peehs

slaminaekil-reedrehto&reed
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A guinea pig is a cavy—a particular type of 
rodent. In this case, a particularly friendly 
type. Guinea pigs make excellent pets.

Groundhog (also called a woodchuck)

These animals are rodents.

Squirrel

Chipmunk

Capybara

Marmot 
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PorcupineBeaver

Wood rat

The rhinoceroses (left) and zebra (right) are odd-toed, hoofed animals called Perissodactyla.

 Rabbits are lagomorphs.
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Exercises:
1.  The small mammals are categorized into many orders. The best known of these animals 

are among the ____________________ (somarghpol) and the ____________________ 
(deonrts).

2.  Are all of the animals in this lesson among the Eutheria?
3.  Are they vertebrates?
4.  Are they chordates?
5.  Are they fungi?

These are even-toed, hoofed animals called Artiodactyla.

Giraffe

Ram 

Bison

Oryx antelope 


